QUALIFICATIONS FOR CHURCH FELLOWSHIP. 72 : 


CIRCULAR LETTER, | 
FROM THE hk th j 
MINISTERS and MESSENGERS 
THE 

Baptist Churches | 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, | 


Assembled at NoTrinGHAM, June 3, 4, 5, 1800. 


Maintaining the important doétrines of three equal persons in the God- | 
head; eternal and personal election; original sin; particular redemption; free ; 
justification by the imputed righteousness of Christ; efficacions grace in rege- 

neration; the final perseyerance of real believers; the resurrection of the 
dead; the future judgement; the eternal happiness of the righteous; and 


everlasting misery of such as die impeaitent; with the congregational order 
of the Churches, inviolably ; ' 


To the several Churches they represent, or fro: which they bave recited Letters: 
Meeting at Loscoe, Derbyshire; Suttan-Ashfield, and Nottingham, Nottingham- 
shire; Sheepshead, Leicester, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnsby, and Fowton, Leices- : 
tershire; Oatbam, Rutland; Spalding, Lincolnshire; Grettom, Clipstone, 
Guilsborough, Braunston, Walgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Northampton, and 
Road, Northamptonshire; O/ney, Buckinghamshire; Tborne, Bedtordshire ; 
and St. A’ban:, Hertfordshire. 
Grace be to you, and Peace, from God the Father; and from ) 
Jesus Christ our Lord. : 


BELOVED BRETHREN, 


| 
‘THROUGH divine goodnefs we met together at the ; 
time and place appointed, and with a good degree'of facred | 


pleafure. The accounts from the Churches, as ufual, were 
ofa mixed kind. Some are in a low and difcouraged ftate. ; 
One is diffolved.* There are feveral others, however, which ee 
are lively, encreafing, and fpiritual. Two of the'churches 
which were long deftitute, have, within the couffe of the 
yeat; been happily provided with paitors., Many of our | 


The church at Burton-upon-Trent. 


‘en + The church art Northampton, over which Mr. Kagcy wa ordained, 
and the church at Thorne, ore: which Mr. Craveote 
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hearts have been not a little revived by the intelligence of a 
great and gracious work of God amongft our brethren on the 
other fide of the atlantic.* May He, with whom is the 
refidue of the Spirit, extend thefe fhowers of bleffings to our 
churches! Indeed, by the letters from the churches, we are 
not without hope that fome drops have already begun to fall 
upon us, and which we are willing to as may be an ear. 
neft of ftill greater bleffings in referve. ‘I’o this end, we 
earneftly recommend a {pirit of extraordinary prayer, both to 
the churches and to individuals; and this not only at our 
monthly prayer-meetings, but on other occafions. The 
Lord has promifed to take away the heart of ftone, and to 
give a heart of flefh; but for this he hath faid, He will be 
enquired of by the houfe of Ifrael to do it for them. 


We can truly fay, brethren, that the welfare of the 
feveral churches, with which we ftand connected, lies near 
our hearts. While we wifh to have no dominion over your 
faith, we are ambitious to be helpers of your joy. It is our 
endeavour, in our annual letters to difcufs fuch fubjects, as 
may tend to your edification, Our prefent enquiry refpects 
THE QUALIFICATIONS NECESSARY TO AN ADMISSION | 
INTO ACHRISTIAN CHURCH: An enquiry of no {mall 
importance. ‘T’o receive additions; to introduce new mem- 
bers into your facieties is a pleafing bufinefs: Yet it is a 
bufinefs that requires eminent meafures of caution and ten- 
dernefs : Caution, left you be crowded with characters, who, 
initead of being a blefling among you, will be the bane of 
your focieties ; yet tendernefs, left contrary to our Lord’s 
example you break the bruifed reed, or difcourage the weak- 
er part of his fincere difciples. You will tremble at the 
idea of defpifing the day of {mall things, Such characters 
have a peculiar claim upon your attention. You will, 
therefore, make it your ftudy to imitate the example of Je 
jus; who, though he inveighs againft intruders into the 
fheep-fold, yet gathers the lambs with his arm, and carries 
them in his bofom. 


He mutt be in a great degree a ftranger in our Ifrael, 
who ‘Is not aware, that many, once large and flourifhing 
churches, have fallen into decay. Multitudes have become 
extinct, and not a trace of their former exiftence can 
fgund; while numbers, which are not totally annihilated, 


* See A Brief Account of the late Revivals, Reprinted by brother Morrity 
price 2d, which we with every family in our congregations to poffefs, 


L299 
4} 
+ 4 
af ‘ 
| = 
4 
9 
? 
| 
3 
; 
4 
ng, 


4 


have {carce oo tee remaining, but the wreck of their for- 


mer glory. ‘To inveftigate the caufes of their decline, 
would be a very: extenfive, but upon a proper. océafion, a vee . 
ry important undertaking. At prefent we fhall only obferve 
that, in our view, a want of due attention to the character 
of fuch as they adinitted into their communion, was one ftep 
by which their ruin was accelerated. I hus nien of erro- 
neous principles, or worldly hearts, filled the churches of 
Jefus Chrift. The holy Spirit was grieved, and withdrew 
his divine influences from facred ordinances. . The bond of 
chriftian, love ceafed. The intereits of truth and holinets 
were difregarded. ‘The few that remained, whofe hearts 
were towards the Lord God of Ifrael, hung their harps upon 
the willows, and mourned in fecret. heir focieties gra- 
dually mouldered into ruin. And now, Ichabod may be 
written upon them, for their glory is departed. | 

The queftion before us, brethren, may be confidered in 
a twofold view: Either what properly qualifies a perfon im 
bimfeif for a connexion with a chriftian church;! or, what 
are thofe qualifications which will ju/tify a chriflian church in 
recesving . Uhat thefe are diftinct, you will.éafily per- 
ceive: The latter is that which more directly ¢laims our 
attention; but a brief dcicription of the former is riot foreign 
to our purpofe, as it will prepare the way for treating the 

To attend to the former, We begin by remarking 
the mature and end of church fellowfhip, A chriftian church, 
is a fociety formed for feligious purpotes. Thefe princi- 
pally two; ‘Ihe promotion of the caufe of Chrift at large ; 
and the {piritual edification of individuals. “(he former con- 

. lifts in the {pread of truth and holinefs. And while thefe are 
“@* Promoted, glory refults to God, and happinefs increafes 
among men, Hence, itis eafy to obferve, that thefe intereits 
will never be iincerely fought or ferved, by thofe who are 
difaffected to truth and holinefs ; or, who are deftitute of love 
to God and man, Again, another end is the fpiritual edifi- 
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cation of individuals, This may be confidered as confiftin 
in progrefs in knowledge and faith; in conformity to, a 
Sommunion with Chrift, How improper then are the igno- 
fant and unbelieving, the ungodly and the worldly,.for fuch 
# connection!’ Looking, brethren, into the New Tefta- 
Ment, you find, that Re: who compofed the churches of 
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Chrift in the times of the apoftles, are delineated under ya. 
rious characters, none of which convey an idea of the pri- 
mitive churches being open to fuch perfons as would now in 
many communities pafs for vifible chriftians. 


Thofe who were added to the churches in thefe times 
were pricked to the heart, gladly recerved the word, and were 
baptized. Acts ii. 37, 41. Believers were added to the Lord, 
even multitudes, both of men and women. Acts v. 14. The 
grand principles which they believed were,—that Jefus was 
the Son of God,—that he died for their fins according to the 
{criptures, and that there was no falvation in any other. 
Thefe were termed, The doétrine of the Crofs; and on thefe 
the preachers dwelt: So they preached, and fo chriftians 
believed. Nor did their belief contift in a mere fpeculative 
opinion, fuch as now generally prevails in chriftian countries, 
that Jefus was the Meffiah. te was believing with the heart, 
and believing unto righteousne/s. Again, we find them detcrib- 
ed as the fubjects of fanétification; as faints and faithful; as 
holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling; as thofe who 
gave themfelves firj? to the Lord, and then ta one another by the 
will of God, 1 Cori, 2, Col, i, 2. Heb. iii. 1, 2 Cor. 
Vill. 5. 

A cchriftian fociety in a collective view, is ftiled a /pi- 
ritual houfe; a holy priefthood; a holy temple; a habitation jr 
God, through the Spirit. 1 Pet. ii. 4. Eph. i. 21, 22. Here, 
brethren, you are abundantly. furnifhed with hints of inftruc- 
tion to guide your enquiries, refpecting the qualifications of 
fuch as are proper to be admitted members of your jocietics. 

You may not be able to keep out all characters of diffe- 
rent defcriptions, as you cannot know the heart but by pro- 
feffion and praétice: yet none elfe have any right there. ‘Ihe 


vifible church of Chrift-is confined to thofe who are, or ap- 
pear to be; fincere chriftians. | 


Such characters anfwer the end of Church Commu- 
nion, ‘Their hearts being formed after the heart of Chritt, 
rf are one with him in the great defign of his mediation, 
and will of courfe yield him hearty fervice in promoting his 
caufe: but where thefe things are wanting, however men 
may be made to fubferve Chrift’s intereft, they are not his 


willing feryants, and generally prove very injurious (0 
chriftian churches. 


The various duties incumbent on the members of 2 


church of Chrift cannot be properly difcharged by characters 
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» other defcri tion than the above. ‘The royal law in 
rier een of the Redeemer is, Love one another with 
pure hearts fervently.. “his comprehends the whole. Atl 
thé various duties you fhould difcharge, are but fo many ex- 
ercifes of love in different forms. Where this divine prin- 
ciple reigns, it will naturally dictate that conduct which is 
becoming, and render the practice of it eafy. You are fo- 
lemnly charged to pray for one another, to livein peace, to 
hear one another’s burthens, to exhort one another, to edify 
one another, to be kind one to another, tender hearted, for- 
giving one another, as God for Chrift’s fake hath forgiven 
you. To be ready to communicate of the good thihgs of this 
world, in times of neceflity, according to your ability, and 
that not grudgingly, or of neceffity, for God loveth a chear- 
ful giver. In a word, not to look each upon his own things, 
but every man upon the things of others; and thus to rejoice 
with them that rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
Hence it iseafyto perceive that fuch, and only fuch charac- 
ers,are proper {ubjeéts for union and fellowfhip in the Golpel, 
whofe hearts are under the influence of divine love: fuch 
as are men of prayer, of a peaceable fpirit, and who will 
follow after the things| that make for peace: men of liber- 
ality, difpofed to abound in acts of charity: in a word, men 
of adifinterefted and public fpirit: men, who, being in truth 
members of the body of Chrift, will have the fame care one 
for another; and whether one member fuffer, fhall fuffer 
with it; or one member be honoured, fhall rejoice.with it, 


But men who are ftrangers to perfonal religion are not 
only incapable of the proper difcharge of the duties of a chrif- 
tian church, but are equally incapable of enjoying its pri- 
There are privileges connected with chrittian 
fellowthip calculated to promote your fpiritual interetts, and, 
upon this account, are highly prized. No honours or emolu- 
ments of a worldly nature are attached to a name anda place 
m the houfe of God: but-honours and advantages, of far 
fuperior luftre in your efteem, have induced you to re- 
lolve, that. you will dwell in the houfe of the Lord, all 
the days of your life. Here you behold his beauty, and learn 
his will, Walking in the fellowfhip of the Gofpel, you 
feel you have a particular intereft in the concerns of the 
church of Chrift. Yow unite with your chriftian brethren 
in the fervices of the fanétuary, and take your feat with them 
, the table of the Lord, as members of the family of Chritt. 

ou have a peculiar fhare in their affections, prayers, and 
chriltian counfel, heir eyes are upon you tor good, fox 


= 


{ 
+. 


| 


- - 


your fpritual good. Do you enjoy a feafon of profperity, or 
pais through an hour of advertity, you find your companions 
in the kingdom and patience of Chrift, ready to fhare your 
pleafures, or toparticipate your pains., And when they are 
in fimijar circumftances, you reckon it not the Icaft of your 
rivilages, to return fimilar atts of love and friendihip, 
Walking in communion with the faints as your brethren, 
our love to them, and your. likenefs to Jelus your elder 
other, increale.. 1 hus growing in grace, and in the know. 
ledge of the Lord Jefus Chrift, you are gradually meetened 
for that period, when you {fhall join the general aflembly, 
and church of the firft-born on high. _ But who except thofe 
who are bora from above, who have tafted that the Lord is 
gracious, who are tranflated from under the power of dark- 
ne({s into. the kingdom of God’s dear Son, who have a relith 
formed within, which is {piritual and diyine, will difcerna 
beauty, or tafte a {weetne(s in privileges of fuch a nature?, 
‘Let us fum up the wholeina few words. ‘Thofe who 
are proper characters to be received into communion with a 
chriftian church, fhould be {piritual men ; men whofe minds 
harmonize with the defign of Chrift in the conftitution of a 
ehriftian church ; men difpofed to feek the good of the inter- 
eit of Chrift in general, and of that fociety to which they 
unite in particular; men devoted to God; men who hold 
fait the form of found words; and who in their {pirit and 
walk, adorn the.doétrine of God our Saviour, 
We come now, Secondly, to confider the queftion in ano- 
ther view, namely, What are thoje qualifications in a Candidate 


for communion with a chriftian church, which will juftify that 


church in receiving him? And here we may obferve that though, 
according to the ahove ftatement, rea/ godline/s be abfolutely 
jieceflary to entitle any perfon to claim admiffion; yet the 
want of it may not in all cafes warrant a church in nasa 
it, If indeed the want of real religion were evident, it wou 

be otherwife ; byt as we have no means of judging of the 
fincerity of men’s hearts, but « hens: words and actions, 
itis on thefe grounds that we muit proceed. ‘The terms of 
chriftian communion ate not what a perfon is in the fight ot 
(God, but that which-he is-vifibly or apparently to men: It 
is a credible profeffon-of chriftianity; or tuch a profefion 
sn regard to the things profefled, and the manner of profefiing 
appears ma judgment of charity to be truly chriftian. 
We will now only attempt a few particulars which we @p- 


prehend fuch profeffion to includ 
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Fir, The thing profeffed muft be chriftianity, chriftina 
nity pure and perfonal. Of the purity of the things protefied 
it is undoubtedly your province to judges not as meafuring 
itby your own ideas and experiences, tor that were mea/uring 
your elves by yourfelves, and comparing yourfelves among yourfelvesy 
—but by the oracles of God. ‘The fum of that which the 
apottles teftified was, Repentance towards God, and faith 
wards our Lord Fefus Chrift. ‘This therefore may be conti- 
dered as the fum of chriftianity, and the grand object of 

Whatever allowance ought to be made for different 
modes of expreffion, and however far a candidate ought to be 
indulged in expreffing his faith in his own words,—Ilf what 
he avows appear to you to deviate in any important points 
from the faith of ‘Fefus, you ought not to accept him. The 
ga 


church of Pergamos was reproved for having thofe amongft 
them who held antichriftian doétrine. Some churches have 
judged it expedient to exprefs their leading principles im 
writing, and to require the concurrence of the candidate in 
thofe articles of chriftian faith,—We have no particular ob- 
jection to fuch forms, provided they be drawn up with bre- 
vity and {criptural fimplicity, and be open to future correc 
tion as the fentiments of the church with regard’ to what is 
the true {cripture doctrine may require ; but if drawn up on 
other principles, they are in danger of becoming a {nare to 
tender confciences, and a bar to ferious enquiry. The thing 
for which we contend is this, That every chriitian church has 
aright, anda right. which they are bound to exercile, te 
judge whether the profeffion made by a candidate, for come 
munion include the truth as it is in Jeius. { 


objeé& profeffed muft not only be pure but perjénal 
chriftianity.—Some have fuppofed that to be a member of the 
vitible church of Chrift, and fo entitled to a participation of 
Ks privileges, nothing more is neceilary than a.general pro- 
feffion of the.chriftian religion, in oppofition to.heathenifm, 
judaifm, or deifm, accompanied with a decent outward de- 
portent ; and that perfons making: {uch a profeflion may 

Come to chriftian ordinances with a good confcience, though 
at the fame time they make no pretence to real piety, and 
are even confcious that they are ftrangers to it. For a com+ 
i refutation of this notion we refer you to Prefident 
Awards on “’The Qualifications for full Communion in the 
Hible Church.” great writer has ably. proved that 
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thing profefled is not genuine perfonal chriftianity. 


nothing deferves the name of a chriftian profeffion where the 


Many,who areaverfe to congregational church-govern: 


have Objedted to the practice of ‘our churches, ‘in re- 


giliring from a candidate for communion an account of his 
religious experience. We do not with to contend about 
words.” Let them call it if they pleafe, a profeffion of chrifti: 
anity, If we allow every to’make that profeffion ‘in 

his own tale refpecting means, 


his own words, and to tell hi 

occafions, and other circumftances, it is that the true fenti- 
ments Of his heartmay be expreiled..And we are free to 
acknowledge that it-isnot onthe manner in which he has been 


_ brought to believe in Chrift for the falvation of his foul that 


we'ought to lay any-ftrefs, buton a declaration of the thing 
upelf. If the relation which a candidate gives of his religi. 
@us:exercifes include a credible profeffion of repentance to. 
wards God, and faith towards our Lord Jefus Chrift, be it 
everfo brief, we ought to be fatisfied: but if this be want- 
ing,) be it ever fo circumftantial,: we ought not. 
churches on the congregational plan feem to dif- 
penfe-with an“atcount being given of the change of the 
heart, and to content themfelves with requiring an acknow- 
ledgment of a belief of the general doéirines of chriftianity: 
but‘a profefion of repentance towards God, and faith towards 
our Lord bye Chrift; ‘includes not merély what are our ideas 
of ge dotrines, but a declaration that we do repent a 
ouR fins, and believe in “fefus alone for the falvation of ouR fouls. 
W e‘hope-our- churches ‘will never difpenfe with a profefion, 
in whatever mode that profeffion is made, of perfonal expert 
mental religion as a‘term of communion. Should this ever be 
the cafe, you may retain the forms of godlinefs, but will foon 
be deftitute of the power of it. The confeffions made by the 
pfimitive convert’ did not fo much relate to what Adam had 
done, or to any other general do¢trine, as to what they them- 
felves-had done, their forrow on account of it, and their faith 
in)Jefus for deliverance from it, 
(tt Seconilly; It‘is neceflary'to the credibility of a profel- 
fion, that there be a evi to yield obedience to all 
thecommandments of Fefus Chrift. He with whom we have 
to'do is a Prince as: well as a Saviour; and that profeflion’ 
cannot claim to be treated as fincere which does not bow 
with unlimited fubjection to his authority: Chrift hath 
powerin heaven-and=earth, “and has declared che terms of 
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et tefhiy to be, ‘That we deny ourfelves, take up the 
bide follow be T He hath alfo required thofe who 
repent of their fins to be baptized in his name, and to obferve 
all things whatfoever he hath commanded them. We ought, 
no doubt to beware of making laws where Chrift hath not 
made them; but if any man hefitate to comply with what. 
the Lord hath manifettl required, whatever may be thought 
of his piety in other refpects, we cannot confiftently treat him, 
as a member of the vifible church of Chrift, as herein in a, 
great degree confifts the vifibility of chriftianity. =. 

Thirdly, It isneceflary to the credibility of a profefhon, 
that the /pirit or manner in which it is made comport with 
what is profefled, and as far as time and opportunity have 
been afforded, that the condué? of the party be alfo confiftent 
with it.—Penitence and impenitence has each its language, 


and manner of expreffion. With all due allowance for the. 


different tempers and conftitutions of men, no one can rea- 
fonably deny that a protefion of repentance might be made 
with fuch a levity of {pirit as would manifeftly give it the’ 
lie. The proud {pirit of the Pharifees and Sadducees,. who 
valued themielves in being Abraham’s feed, and who, when 
they cameto the baptifm of John, feemed to have given them- 
felves airs of confequence on this account, appears to have 
been the main thing that rendered their profeflion of religion 
lufpicious. O generation of vipers, {aid the baptift, who hath 
warned YOU to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth FRUIT 
MEET FOR REPENTANCE andthink not to fay within yourfelves 
we have Abraham for our father. If Simon Magus had dif- 
covered the faine {pirit previous to his being baptized, which 
he did fhortly after it, we apprehend Peter would not have 


admitted him to that ordinance, nor ta communion with 
the church, ‘de. 


“Many of thofe who propofe themfelves for memberthip 
| with our churches are of fome flanding in religious profeffion ; 
and in thefe cafes an enquiry ought no doubt to beunade, 


_ Whether their converfation has been, and continues to be . 


Confiftent with'it, And'even thofe whofe repentance may 


Mery recent, if it be penuine, fome fruits of it will be 


apparent. We might have fuppofed that the dying thief, - 


_ though He might repent and believe the gofpel, yet would 
| 

have been incapable of proving it in fo fhort ide and un- 

— unfavourable circumftances: but perhaps a more 

ible profeffion was n iver made, nor fruits meet for re- 

Pentanice brought forth i greater fulnefs. His hands and 
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 buked his fellow thief, condemned himfelf, juftified the Savi. 
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his feet were nailed to the crofs, he could do nothing theres 
fore with them. He could not deny himfelf, for felf gratifi. 
cation was beyond-his reach: neither could he take up the 
érofe’ for Chrift, for he was already fubjected to it for his 
Own ‘crimes: nor ‘could he follow the Lord Jefus in his or. 


- 


dinances, or through a feries of perfecutions and afflictions, 
In fort, he had nothing Jeft unbound but his heart and his 
tongue; with one of which he believed unto righteoufnefs, 
and with the other made ‘confeffidn unto falvation. He re 


owned bim as the Lord: Meffiah, and implored to be 
remembered by him when he fhould come into his kingdom, 
"Finally, Whatever characters the Scripture teaches 4 
ehriftian church to exclude, it teaches them by implication 
NOt to accept ; and whatever furnifhes ground for admonition 
im a member of a church, muft furnifh at leaft equal ground 
for fufpenfion in a candidate. We need not point out what 
thofe things are, as our letter of laft year was devoted to 


that enquiry. 


We hope, dear brethren, thefe few direétions. will be 


‘found to accord with the Holy Scriptures ; and that you will 


be concerned more and more to conform to their diCtates. 
Such a conduct will be followed with a train of happy con- 
fequences. Acting inthis manner, you will demonftrate your 
concern for the credit and honor of the caufe of Chrift, and 
in fome happy degree, the purity and comfort of your re- 
fpective focieties. And, fhould you after all, find by painful 
experience, that in fome inftances you have been deceived, | 
and be reduced to the diftrefling neceflity of excluding fome, 
whom you once embraced with pleafure, you will, even at 
laft, have this for your rejoicing, the teftimony of your con- 
{ciences, that in al you did, you made the divine word your 


rule, and the divine honor your end. 


- And, now, dear brethren, we muft clofe this annual — 
addrefs, While we are defirous to be helpers of your joy» 
We intreat, that you would fo walk’and act, that you may, 
be our joy and crown, se the peace of thofe focietics, 
to which you refpectively belong. Exercife felf-denial, that 
love, ye may ferve one another. Look not every man 
on his own things, bit every man on the things of others. 
Perhaps the apoftle never felt more pungent griet than when 
he utrered that lamentation, All feek their own, not the 
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things which are Jefus Chrifts Fill up your places with 
fteadinefs in the houfe re God. Be diligent in attending 
church meetings, and regular fm taking your feat at the 


table of the Lord. The omiffions of fome in thefe matters, — 


ill agrees with their folemn vows, and facred engagements 
to one another, and to Chrift, Beware of having your at- 
tention inordinately taken up with the events of time, live 
a life of faith upon the wifdom and the power, the truth and 
the goodnefs of your God. Remember that the reins of 
univerfal government are in the hands of Jefus. His throne 
is firm: His plan is in full view. His crown is fecure on 
his head. Whatever changes may affect earthly empires, 
you belong to a kingdom that cannot be moved. Mind your 
eneration work. Seek the fpread of truth and holinefs. 
his is the work to which you are called. No others inte- 
refts, comparatively, are worth a thought. Recollect you 
are ftrangers and pilgrims here below. Heaven is your 
eternal home, Gird up the loins of your mind, be fober, and 
hope to the end, for the ge that is to be brought unto you, 
atthe revelation of Jetus Chrift. Live to God, and be 
happy. In a word, beloved brethren, be ye ftedfalt, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, fors 
astauch as you know that your labour is not in vain in the 
| 


Lord, 
‘Signed by 
ichard Hopper, Moderator. 


BREVIATES. 
_  Tuespay Evening VI. After singing, Mr. Hopper engaged 
in prayer, and was chosen Moderator. Letters from the Churches 


were read; minutes taken of their contents; and after singiny 
Mr. Churchill concluded.in prayer. 


. Wepnespay Mornipg VI. Met for prayer: brethren 
ido Newell of Derby, Jarman, Fletcher, Claypool, Keely, and 
immons, were engaged in this service, | 
————— Halfpast X, Assembled for public worship, Mr, 
Cove Mr, Blundel preached from Heb. 1.14. Are they 
% fe ministering spirits, sent forth ta minister for them who shall 
vheurs of salvation?— And after, singing, he concluded in prayer. 
Halfpast Il. . The congregation being rather 
eat in the morning, at the kind ofler of Rev. Mr. Alliott, 
orship was carried on in his Meeting-house in the afternoon, 
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Me: Mills prayed: Mr. Sutcliff preached from 1 Cor. xv. 58, 


Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord: for as much as ye know that 


your labour is not in vaw in the Lord.—The service was closed 


with prayer by Mr. Sutcliff. 


.  ~Wepwespay Evening VI. Mr. Crapps began in prayer; 
Mr. Fuller preached, and atter singing, concluded in prayer. His 
text was Ephes. v. 25, 26, 27. —Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it: That he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it 
to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing ; but that it should be holy and without blemish.—After public 
worship, the Circular Letter, drawn up by brother Sutclif, was 
read, and ordered to be printed. | 

Tuurspvay Morning VII. Mr. Nichols prayed; the mini- 


sters related their experience; and Mr. £vaas concluded the 
public services with prayer. 


_... The Ministers and Messengers being convened, the concerns 
of the Association were then adjusted, and after prayer by the 


- Moderator, the meeting was dissolved. 


. » The next Association to be held at Oaknam, on the Tues- 

day and Wednesday arrER Whitsun-week, Mr, Evans and Mv 
uller to preach. Mr. Morris to draw up the next Circyat 
etter, containing 4 persuasive to christian fellowship. 


*,” Put up at the Crown. 


STATE OF THE CHURCHBS. 


Added. Diminished. 
Ona profession of faith...76 : By Dispriission.........0.++ 7 
83 
Clear Increase 19, 
Lately Published. 


1. Accoun7s No. VI. of the Baptist Mission- 
ary Sogety. Price ls. Button. 


7 


| 
ie 
| 2. Discourses on the All-sufficient gracious assistance of the. , 
j Spirit of Christ. By Dr. Rippon. Price 2s. Buttun. : 
Clipstone, Northampton: B of J. IV, Morrts. 
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A PERSUASIVE TO CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP. 


THE 


LETTER, 


FROM THE 


MINISTERS and MESSENGERS 


OF THE SEVERAL 


Baptist Churches 


| | ior THE | 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
Assembled at Oaxnan, June 2, 3, 4, 1801. 


Maintaining the important doétrines of three equal perfons in the Godhead ; 
eterhal and personal election ; original sin; particular redemptions; free justifica- 
tion by the imputed righteousness of Christ; efficacious grace in regeneration ; 
the final perseverance of real believers; the resurrection of the dead; the future 
judgment ; the eternal happine(s of the righteous; and everlasting misery of such 
as die impenitent ; with the congregational order of the churches, inviolably ; 


To the several Churches they represent, or from which they have received Letters? 
Meeting at Loscoe, Derbyshire 5 Sutton-Ashfield, and Nottingham, Nottingham- 

shire; Sheepshead, Leicester, \Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnsby, and Foxton, Leicester- 
shire; Odkbam, Rutland; Spalding, Lincolnshire ; Gretton, Clipstone, Guilsho~ 

roagh, Braunston, Walgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, Nor- 

thamptonshire; Olney, Buckinghams ire; Thorne, Bedfordshire; and St. Al- 
bans, Hertfordshire. | | | 

Grace be to you, aibd| Peace from God our Father, and from 
| Jesus Christ our Lord. : 


‘BELOVED. BRETHREN, 


| + | | 
| Ori annual interview was pleafant, and we hope 


profitable. The accounts from the churches were many of 
them encouraging, ‘The affliétion of fevéral of our brethren 
inthe miniftry, however, diminifhed our enjoyments: fome 
of them were not able to attend with us; and others who were 
prefent appeared to be much indifpofed. Help us, brethren, 
_ byyour prayers, that ufeful lives may be preferved, and long 
Sontinued as bleffings to the churches. 


In our Letters for the two preceding years we addrefled 
hey on the Difcipline of the Primitive Churches, and the Qua- 
ifications for'Church Fellowfhip.. Defirous of promoting not 

only your ‘edification more immediately, but alfo the fpiritual 
improvement of thofe who form a part of your public aflem- 
_ Biles, we this year prefént you with a few confiderations in- 
Nended as A Persuasive to CHRiSt1AN FELLOWSHIP. 


= 


Clipstone by Morris 
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